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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S t .  .John's Lutheran Church and Cemetery occupies an open h i l l s i d e  on U. S.  Route 21 
about one mi l e  n o r t h  o f  Wythevil le .  The present  church,  e r e c t e d  i n  1854, r ep laces  
a n  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  e r e c t e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  congregat ion was founded i n  1800. 
It stood a  few yards n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  present  bu i ld ing ,  and the  two coexis ted  f o r  
s e v e r a l  years .  An 1856 watercolor  by Lewis M i l l e r  shows both churches.  The e a r l i e r  
one was a  three-bay,frame s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  gable-end ent rance  decorated with a  
pedimented doorway. 

The present  white  frame church, 55 f e e t  by 45, is covered wi th  p l a i n  weatherboards, most 
o f  which a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  and i s  s e t  upon a  high,  coursed l imestone basement. It i s  
two bays long ( ~ i l l e r ' s  watercolor  showing a  three-bay bui ld ing  i s  apparent ly  incor-  
r e c t )  and t h r e e  bays ac ross  t h e  gable-end facade.  The ent rance  is  i n t o  the  ground 
(basement) l e v e l  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of  the  south  end and i s  f lanked by two- t i e r  windows 
wi th  t en -ove r - f i f t een  s a s h  above and eight-over-eight  s a sh  below. M i l l e r ' s  water- 
c o l o r  shows t h a t  t h e  lower windows on e i t h e r  s i d e  were t h e  former doors t o  t h e  bu i ld -  
i ng ,  and t h a t  i t  was en te red  a t  f i r s t - f l o o r  l e v e l  (by way of  e x t e r i o r  s t a i r s  not  shown 
i n  h i s  pa in t ing ) .  The change was made i n  1899 when the  c e l l a r  was excavated t o  
provide space  f o r  Sunday School c l a s s e s .  Twenty-over-twenty s a s h  a r e  used i n  the  
long-wall windows, and t h e  whole i s  covered wi th  a  gable  roof embell ished with a  box 
co rn ice  r e tu rned  a t  t h e  gable  ends. 

The p lan  of t h e  church was formerly t h a t  o f  a  s i n g l e  auditorium room wi th  a  deep 
g a l l e r y  a t  the  south  end, reached by a  winder s t a i r  (now enclosed)  i n  the  southeas t  
corner .  I n  1899 when the  door was changed a  matchboard p a r t i t i o n  was erec ted  t o  make 

' a  v e s t i b u l e  about two-thirds t h e  depth of  the  g a l l e r y ,  and i n t e r i o r  s t e p s  t o  the  
ground f l o o r  en t r ance  were i n s t a l l e d .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  auditor ium i s  decorated wi th  a  p l a i n  wainscot and wi th  symmetri- 
c a l l y  molded window t r i m  w i t h  "bull's-eye" pa te rae .  There i s  a  r a i s e d  platform, i n -  
s t a l l e d  i n  1899 when t h e  o r i g i n a l  was removed, a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  no r th  wall ;  i t  i s  
f lanked by fou r  rows of s l i p  pews on e i t h e r  s i d e .  These, w i th  t h e  s l i p  pews on the  
main f l o o r ,  a r e  v e r y  s imple,  having undecorated h igh ,  square  ends,  and appear t o  be 
very e a r l y ,  i f  not  o r i g i n a l .  A r a i l  t h e  he igh t  of  t h e  pew backs runs dorm t h e  c e n t r a l  
s e c t i o n  of pews t h e  l eng th  of  t h e  auditorium t o  s e p a r a t e  the  men's from the  women's 
s i d e .  I n  1899 a  s e c t i o n  of  t h i s  was removed every t h i r d  pew t o  a l low e a s i e r  movement 
between the  two s i d e s .  

The f ace  of the g a l l e r y  which i s  supported on trio square  f l u t e d  Greek Doric p i e r s  is  
paneled i n  an a l t e r n a t i n g  p a t t e r n  of long r ec t angu la r  and smal l  squa re  recessed panels 
The pa in t  on t h e  g a l l e r y  d a t e s  from 1887. :he panels  and t h e  f l u t e s  of the p i e r s  a r e  
painted a  creamy brown c o l o r ;  t h e  s i d e s  of  t h e  p i e r s  and t h e  s t i les  and r a i l s  of t h e  
g a l l e r y  f a s c i a  a r e  pa in ted  choco la t e  brown. The pews i n  the  g a l l e r y  a r e  o r i g i n a l .  
They c o n s i s t  of low benches wi th  s l a b  backs supported by r e a r  braces  and have no end 
boards. 

The c e i l i n g  has been taken down revea l ing  t h a t  t h e  roof s t r u c t u r e  draws upon German 

framing systems p rac t i ced  i n  Pennsylvania,  Maryland and V i r g i n i a  during t h e  e ighteenth  
and e a r l y  n ine teen th  c e n t u r i e s .  It is a  double roof c o n s i s t i n g  o f  seven heavy couples  

(See Continuat ion Sheet  #2) 
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of t runca ted  p r i n c i p a l  r a f t e r s ,  which. terminate a t  t h e i r  c o l l a r s  and which a r e  of  
t h e  same s c a n t l i n g  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s .  Two heavy p u r l i n s  a r e  lapped t o  t h e  backs of  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  on each s lope ,  and the l i g h t  common r a f t e r s  a r e  i n  t u r n  c a r r i e d  on 
them. Only t h e  l i g h t  r idge  board a t  the  apex of  t h e  common r a f t e r s  b e t r a y s  t h e  l a t e  
da t e  of t h e  roof .  

The cemetery is a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  as  t h e  church. A handsome c o l l e c t i o n  o f  n ine teenth-  
and twent ie th-century  fune ra ry  a r t ,  i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  no tab le  f o r  i t s  group of  
approximately t h i r t y  e a r l y  n ine teenth-century ,  German-style monuments. Most of  
these  were carved by Laurence Krone (d. 1836), t h e  only  e a r l y  Vi rg in i a  German c a r v e r  
known by name. One o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  works i n  Krone's oeuvre is t h e  tomb he carved 
f o r  George Flohr  (d. 1826), S t .  John ' s  f i r s t  p a s t o r ,  "at  h i s  p r i v a t e  cos t . "  A 
t h ree -pa r t  monument, i t  c o n s i s t s  of  a  headstone, an unusual ly  l a r g e  foo t s tone ,  and 
a  coff in-shaped s l a b  wi th  a  c e n t r a l  r idge .  A 1 1  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  products  of Krone's 
a r t .  The headstone has rounded shoulders  and a  c e n t r a l  three-quarter-round element 
with a  s t y l i z e d  rose  i n  i t .  It is l e t t e r e d  i n  La t in :  " I N  MEXORLAM~REVERENDIJGEORGII 
D. FLOHR/OBIIT XXX DEI A ~ I L I S ~ A N N O  WMINI MDCCCxxvi/NATUS AXNOS. LXZII. / kEIENSES 
V I I I . "  A s h o r t  L a t i n  ep i t aph  is followed by an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  v i t a l  
da t a .  The f r o n t  and edges of t h e  t h i c k  s tone  have a  s e r r a t e d  "p ie-crus t"  decora t ion  
t y p i c a l  of Krone's work, and t h e  r eve r se  of t h e  s tone  (usua l ly  decora ted  i n  German 
p r a c t i c e )  has one of  ~ r o n e ' s  f a v o r i t e  motifs--a  h e a r t  formed by t h e  stems and blooms of 
l i l i e s  w i th  a  c e n t r a l  r o s e  and wi th  a t t enua ted  c o l o n e t t e s  f l ank ing  it. The c o f f i n  
and t h e  foo t s tone  a l s o  have s e r r a t e d  edges. The foo t s tone  has a  long e p i t a p h  i n  
German i n s c r i b e d  w i t h  Gothic l e t t e r i n g .  The r e v e r s e  of  the foo t s tone  is embellished 
with another  favored Krone des ign-- three  roses  spr inging  from a  h e a r t .  

Other Krone s tones  i n  t h e  cemetery d a t i n g  from 1812 t o  1826 d i s p l a y  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s t r i k i n g  decora t ions .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  usua l  complement of  l i l i e s  and 
roses  t h e r e  a r e  a  s t y l i z e d  sunburs t  and t h e  moon surrounded by seven s t a r s .  Besides 
Krone's work t h e r e  a r e  fou r  o r  f i v e  s tones  by o t h e r  ca rve r s  of t h e  same per iod ,  s e v e r a l  
wooden markers whose i n s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  worn away, and many e l a b o r a t e  l a t e  n ine teen th -  
cen tu ry  monuments. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Pic turesquely  s i t u a t e d  on a  r o l l i n g  h i l l s i d e  near  Wythevil le ,  S t .  .John's Lutheran 
Church and Cemetery a r e  remarkable specimens of the  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  of an a rea  of 
western V i r g i n i a  noted f o r  i t s  concentrated German se t t l emen t .  The white  church,with 
i t s  e l a b o r a t e  German-type roo f ,  and the l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of e a r l y  graves tones  to -  
ge the r  form one of  t h e  most complete assemblages e x t a n t  i n  V i r g i n i a  of  the  r e l i g i o u s  
a r t s  of  t h e  German immigrant groups. Host of  t h e  s tones  were carved by Laurence Krone 
(d. 1836), one of  t h e  most accomplished of t h e  V i r g i n i a  c a r v e r s ,  and t h e  only  one 
i d e n t i f i e d  by name. Among h i s  masterpieces i s  t h e  1826 tomb of George Flohr ,  an e a r l y  
l eade r  of the  Lutherans in  t h e  a rea .  

F lohr(c .  1763-1826), a  German immigrant, s tud ied  theology i n  Madison County, V i r g i n i a ,  
taught  school ,  and preached i n  t h a t  a rea  f o r  s e v e r a l  years  before  be ing  c a l l e d  i n  
1799 t o  Wythe County where he spen t  t h e  r e s t  of  h i s  c a r e e r .  Flohr  s imul taneous ly  
served a s  many as  f i v e  congregat ions over t h e  course of  t h e  next  twenty-seven yea r s ,  
bu t  S t .  John ' s ,  organized i n  1800 a s  a  j o i n t  venture  of  Evangel ical  Lutheran and German 
Reformed b e l i e v e r s ,  was h i s  home base. He l i v e d  near  t h e r e  and l a t e r  i n  l i f e ,  as  h i s  
h e a l t h  f a i l e d ,  he gave up h i s  o t h e r  charges but  cont inued to  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  Wythevil le  
church. 

S t .  John's  was t h e  mother church of a  number of  o t h e r  Lutheran churches i n  t h e  a r e a  
and reached i t s  peak i n  t h e  mid-nineteenth century .  The present  church bu i ld ing  was 
e rec t ed  i n  1854 t o  r ep lace  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  which had been cons t ruc ted  soon 
a f t e r  1800 on land g iven  by Daniel E t t e r  (whose grave is marked by a  Krone s tone) .  
I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  S t .  John's  s t r e n g t h  began t o  wane with 
the  o rgan iza t ion  o f  s e v e r a l  new o f f shoo t  congregat ions i n  t h e  immediate a r e a ,  most 
notably  Holy T r i n i t y  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church, i n  Wytheville proper ,  i n  1876. 
I n  1902 S t .  John ' s  had 109 members; twenty yea r s  l a t e r  these  had dwindled t o  30. In  
1924 the  congregat ion a f f i l i a t e d  i t s e l f  wi th  the  Holy T r i n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
r egu la r  s e r v i c e s  were ended a t  t h e  o l d  bui ld ing .  It has s i n c e  been used once yea r ly .  

When George Flohr  d i ed ,  noted  h i s  biographer  i n  1837, a  tombstone was e rec t ed  f o r  
him byr'the l a t e  M r .  Crone, a  member of  the  German Reformed Church, a t  h i s  p r i v a t e  
c o s t .  A rock c a l l e d  t h e  mountain marble has been most t a s t e f u l l y  hewed and c h i s e l e d  

I1 i n t o  the  form o f  a  c o f f i n .  L i t t l e  i s  known about  Laurence Krone, who appeared i n  
Wythe County sometime before  1815, the  year  t h a t  he f i r s t  bought land the re .  That he 
was the  c r e a t o r ,  and not  merely the  donor, of  F l o h r ' s  tomb i s  demonstrated by a  s i m i l a r  
monument, the  Denton fami ly  memorial i n  Roanoke County, which i s  signed:  LAURENCE 
KRONE S T U N  MASON. He is documented a s  having made the  g a t e s  and wa l l  and two t a b l e  
tombs f o r  t h e  Cloyd fami ly  burying ground a t  ~ a c k  creek  Farm, ~ u l a s k i  County, and 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 1/3) 
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s t y l i s t i c  elements a l low t h e  n e a r - c e r t a i n  a t t r i b u t i o n  t o  him of t h e  o t h e r  s t o n e s  a t  
S t .  John ' s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  those i n  the  F o r t  Chiswell cemetery i n  Wythe County, and o t h e r  
s c a t t e r e d  works. Krone, besides being t h e  on ly  e a r l y  western V i r g i n i a  ca rve r  known 
by name, was noteworthy f o r  h i s  unusual coff in-shaped tombs, f o r  t h e  s k i l l  w i th  which 
he l e t t e r e d  h i s  monuments, f o r  being one of t h e  few c a r v e r s  t o  use  Gernan i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  
and f o r  the  g e n e r a l l y  s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y  of  h i s  des igns  and t h e i r  execut ion .  

GPO 8 9 2  455  
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